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PERSONAL 

Date of Birth   :  December 16, 1962 

Place of Birth :  Ankara  

Citizenship at birth and present:  Turkish  

 

EDUCATION  

High School :  1973-1979  Izmir Turk Koleji, Izmir, Turkey       

BS:   1979-1983  Ege University, Faculty of Science,  Department of 

Biological Oceanography, Izmir, Turkey 

Master:   1984-1987  METU - Institute of Marine Sciences, Department of 

Marine Biology and Fishery,  Mersin, Turkey 

Ph.D:  1987-1991  METU - Institute of Marine Sciences, Department of 

Marine Biology and Fishery, Mersin, Turkey 

PostDoc:  2004-Nice Sophia Antipolis University LAB. Environment Marin Littoral 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE                         

1) Employer:   FAO - GFCM 

Job Title:    BlackSea4Fish Project Coordinator  

Start Date:   April 2018  

Professional Area : Fishery and Aquaculture  

End Date:    December 2019 

Description of the Job: Coordinating the GFCM’s Midterm strategy activities in the Black Sea.  

 

2) Employer:   Middle East Technical University  

Job Title :  Professor  

Professional Area : Fishery and Aquaculture  

Start Date :  Apr/2017  

End Date :  Continue 

Description of the Job:  Teaching postgraduate courses on;  

   - Fisheries acoustics,  

   - Dynamics of Fish Population 



   - Introduction to Fish Stock Assessment (as Special Topics) 

   - BioStatistics 

   Leading a project on Black Sea anchovy, assessing the BS anchovy (GSA 29)  

 and Red Mullet (GSA-24) stocks. Investigating the impacts of Lessepsian 

species on the native stocks. 

 Taking part in the international consortium implementing the 

EuropeAid/135965/IH/SER/TR “Technical assistance for capacity building 

on Marine Strategy Framework Directive in Turkey” as a national expert on 

D1 (Fish and Monk Seal), D3 (Fisheries) and D4 (Foodweb). The duties 

involves preparation and reporting of initial assessment, targets and 

indicators, program of measures. 

   Projects coordinated 

 2016-2019 Diurnal and seasonal variability of the behavior of anchovies in 

Turkish waters of the Black Sea, BSA-VI, Office of Naval Research, Global 

(ONR-Global) 

 2016 – 2018 Technical assistance for capacity building on Marine Strategy 

Framework Directive in Turkey, EuropeanAid  

 2019 - : EU-supported Technical Assistance Project on the 

"Implementation of Stock Assessments in Fisheries Activities 

 2019 - :  Sustainable management of mesopelagic resources. EU - 

HORIZON 2020 project 

_______________________________________ 

3) Employer:  Middle East Technical University  

Job Title :   Associated Professor  

Professional Area: Fishery and Aquaculture  

Start Date :  Jan/1998  

End Date :  Mar/2017  

Description of the Job  Teaching postgraduate courses on;  

   - Ecosystems of the Mediterranean Sea, 

   - Marine Ecology 

   - Fisheries acoustics,  

   - Dynamics of Fish Population 

   - Introduction to Fish Stock Assessment 

 Leading a project on Black Sea anchovy. The project mainly targeted to 

build up Turkey’s fish stock assessment capacity in the Black Sea, 

particularly for the pelagic stocks. Within the framework of the project a 

total of sixteen pelagic fish surveys were conducted mainly using hydro-

acoustics (ichtyoplankton in summer) and five of these surveys covered 

the entire extent of the Turkish EEZ (southern half of the Black Sea).  

 Leading various other research projects on fisheries, biodiversity and 

conservation in the Mediterranean, including assessment of the small 

pelagic (2009-2011) and demersal (2007-) fish stocks on the south coast of 

Turkey; and monitoring critically endangered Mediterranean Monk Seal 

(1994 - ).  



 Acting as the Turkish National coordinator in an EU-FP-7 (EuroFleets) 

project targeting harmonization and better use of European Research 

vessel fleet and also acting as the sub-regional coordinator responsible of 

Eastern Mediterranean and the Black Sea in a work package.  

 Management of the fisheries in Reservoir Lakes (Keban and Atatürk) - 

Turkey. Assessing the size of the fish stocks using hydro acoustic 

techniques. Evaluation of the dynamics of the common species. Analysing 

the characteristics of the local artisanal fisheries. Combining the results in 

steady state balance model to present a sustainable fisheries practice in 

the lake. The research also involved training of the regional fisheries 

officers.  

   Acting as steering committee member of UNDP-SGP-Turkey. 

   Projects coordinated  

 1998-2002 Identification of Benthic Flora and Fauna of Mersin islands, 

determination of threats to their ecology and preparation of the relevant 

protection measures). Turkish Scientific and Technical Research Council, 

TUBITAK 

   1998 - 2000 Management of the Reservoir Lake Keban Fisheries, TUBITAK 

   1999 - 2000 No Fish - More Fish WWF - International MedPo 

 2000 - 2003 Ecological and socio-economic importance of a small Marine 

Protected Area United Nations Development Program – Small Grands Fund 

 2003 – 2006 Investigations on the Mediterranean monk seal in the Gulf of 

Iskenderun BTC – Pipeline Co. Turkish Branch 

 2004 - 2006 Investigations on the changing impacts on Kızılliman Marine 

Protected Area and responses of the ecosystem, TUBITAK 

 2005 – 2006 Management of Fisheries in the Ataturk Reservoir Lake, State 

Institute of Hydrolics  

 2006 - 2007 Investigations on the Mediterranean Monk Seal inhabiting 

TRNC and on the possible interactions with Anatolian Colony”, TUBITAK 

 2007 – 2008 Changes in the demersal fish community structure in the 

northeastern Levant sea, METU – Scientific research funds 

 2008 – 2009 Investigations on the Mediterranean Monk Seal on the coast 

of Antalya, TUBITAK 

 2008 – present Changes in the fish community structure in the 

northeastern Levant sea – Phase II 

 2008 - 2011 Small pelagics of the northeastern Mediterranean – Acoustic 

estimations, TUBITAK 

 2011 - 2016 Stock assessment of Black Sea anchovy using acoustic method 

and establishing a monitoring model for national fisheries data collection 

program, TUBITAK  

 2009 - 2012 EUROFLEETS:Towards an Alliance of European Research 

Fleets, (National coordinator) EC - FP-7 

 2014 - 2015 Mapping the crucial habitats of critically endangered 

Mediterranean monk seal in NE Mediterranean Sea, TUBITAK 



 2012 Population viability analysis of the Mediterranean monk seal in the 

NE Mediterranean, TUBITAK  

 

4) Employer:   Middle East Technical University  

Job Title:   Deputy Director  

Professional Area:  Administration and Finance  

Start Date:   Feb/2007  

End Date:   Feb/2011  

Description of the Job:  Acting as vice director of the institute of Marine Sciences, coordinating the 

research activities and research vessel operations in the institute.  

________________________________________ 

5) Employer :  Middle East Technical University  

Job Title:   Assistant Professor  

Professional Area:  Fishery and Aquaculture  

Start Date :  Jan/1993  

End Date :  Jan/1998  

Description of the Job:  Teaching postgraduate courses on; 

   - Introduction to fisheries science  

   - Biostatistics 

   - Conservation Biology (as Special Topics) 

 

 Organizing and leading fisheries oceanography (multidisciplinary) surveys 

in the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. Providing scientific 

consultancy to the governmental organization and authorities on fisheries 

as a member of the national fisheries advisory committee. Leading 

nationally (TUBITAK) and internationally (WWF-International, WWF-

MedPO, UNDP-SGP, UNEP-RAC/SPA, PADI Foundation US, British Council, 

Royal Netherlands Embassy, Office of the Counselor for Agriculture, 

Nature Management and Fisheries) funded conservation and research 

projects on endangered species (Mediterranean Monk Seal, Posidonia 

oceanica, Cetaceans).  

 Lobbying, guiding (and pressurizing) ministries (Ministry of Environment 

and Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs) and local fishermen for 

designation of a FRA on the south coast of Turkey.  

   Monitoring and reporting the recovery of the stocks within the FRA.  

________________________________________ 

6) Employer:   Middle East Technical University  

Job Title:   Instructor  

Professional Area:  Fishery and Aquaculture  

Start Date :  Jun/1992  

End Date:   Jun/1993  

Description of the Job : Teaching postgraduate courses;  

   - Introduction to fisheries science  

   - Biostatistics 



 Training staff at national fisheries institutes on acoustic data processing for 

pelagic fish stock assessment; active participation to national fish stock 

assessment projects. The post included cooperation and technical 

assistance to governmental authorities; training personal of governmental 

fisheries institutes. Taking part in national and international marine 

research programs, particularly in data processing and reporting. Taking 

part in international projects as a programmer (NATO-Science for peace, 

Science for stability TU-Fisheries, TU-Black Sea), the post also involved 

data processing and reporting.  

________________________________________ 

Employer:   Middle East Technical University  

Job Title   Research Assistant  

Professional Area  Fishery and Aquaculture  

Start Date   Aug/1984  

End Date   Jan/1992  

Description of the Job:  Taking part in oceanographic surveys (biologic and physical) in the Black 

Sea and Mediterranean Sea; operating various marine electronics (Echo 

sounders and SONARs) and oceanographic equipment (CTD probe, Rosette 

samplers, ADCP, etc.); collecting biological data, including fish, plankton, 

ichtyoplankton; operating BIOSONICS Hydro Acoustical Instruments; 

developing a stock assessment software for the national governmental 

fisheries institutes; developing numerical multi-species fisheries models; 

attending/leading demersal trawl surveys to monitor the state of the fish 

stocks. Taking part in international projects (NATO-Science for peace, 

Science for stability TU-Fisheries, TU-Black Sea)  

 

 

RESEARCH TOPICS                         

 

- Fisheries and Ecosystem Modeling 

- Assessment of the fish stocks in the northeastern Mediterranean coast of Turkey, applying wide 

range of techniques from classical to ecosystem modeling and producing management advice to 

achieve a sustainable level in fisheries.  

- Estimation of the demersal and pelagic fish stocks in the Black Sea. Evaluation of the fishing power 

of the Turkish fleet and presentation of the consequence of over fishing by various simulation 

scenarios.  

- Management of the fisheries in Reservoir Lakes (Keban and Atatürk) - Turkey.  Assessing the size of 

the fish stocks using hydro acoustic techniques. Evaluation of the dynamics of the common 

species. Analyzing the characteristics of the local artisanal fisheries. Combining the results in 

steady state balance model to present a sustainable fisheries practice in the lake. The research 

also involved training of the regional fisheries officers.   

- Small pelagic fishes and management of purse seine fishery 

- Marine Conservation and Marine Protected Areas 



- Conservation of the Mediterranean Monk Seal, its habitats and food resources. Preparation of a 

coastal management plans with emphasis on sustainable fisheries management.  

- MPA approach to overcome over fishing and conflict with artisanal fishermen; management of 

fisheries to achieve fish stock recovery and to enable sustainable use. 

- Designing a Marine Protected Area model for the Turkish Seas. Monitoring recovery of the 

ecosystem and combating against invasive species.  

- Socio-economic aspects of MPA’s 

- Inventory of marine fauna and flora in the Mediterranean Sea 

- Functions of the sea grass meadows  

- Monitoring a sea grass meadow and studying its dynamics and functions against invasive species. 

- Zooplankton dynamics 

- Developing computer based fish egg identification system  

- Zooplankton of the Black Sea, computer simulation of the ctenophore invasion and zooplankton 

dynamics,  

- Use of acoustics in zooplankton biology and ecology 

- Estimation of mesozooplankton by means of hydro acoustics 

  

 

CONSULTANCES 

- United Nations Environment Program, Mediterranean Action Plan, Regional Activity Centre for 

Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA) on Turkish Marine Biodiversity Hotspot areas, Fisheries, 

Marine Protected Areas and Mediterranean Monk Seal   

- UN Food and Agriculture Organisation  

- Turkish Scientific and Technical Research Council, TUBITAK on Fisheries related issues 

- Turkish Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs on Fisheries management related issues 

- National Geographic – TURKEY on Marine Biology 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP          

• United Nations Development Program Global Environmental Facilities Small Grants Program National 

Steering Committee Member (2000 -2003) 

• Member of Network of Tropical Fisheries Scientists (1989 - )  

• Member of National Monk Seal Committee and Technical Sub-committee (1994 - ) 

• Member of Science Committee of Turkish Underwater Sports, Life-saving, Water Ski and Fin 

Swimming Federation (2000 – 2005) 

• Member of the Advisory Commission of Aquatic Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs on Fisheries 

issues (1998 – 2003) 

• National Geographic Society  

• Turkish Bird Society 

• Ecological Research Association  

• Levant Nature Conservation Society  

• European Cetacean Society 

 

CERTIFICATES 



PADI Certificate of "Open Water Diver"  

Diving certificate of Turkish Diving Federation  

Qualification certificate of "Skipper"  

BioSonics Training Program Certificate of "Hydro acoustic assessment techniques" 

BioSonics Training Program Certificate of "Echo Signal Processing" 
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